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THE DORMITION OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY THEOTOKOS AND 
EVER VIRGIN MARY (15/28 AUGUST) 

THE PATRONAL FEAST OF THE CATHEDRAL 



THE DORMITION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 

A sermon by Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh, 
preached on Sunday, 28th August, 1986  

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God — which 
combines two events: her death and her resurrection in 
the body on the third day — has been for centuries, 
indeed, from the very beginning of the existence of the 
Russian Orthodox Church its Feast, its joy, its glory. 

The Mother of God has not been a passive instrument of 
the Incarnation; without her the Incarnation would have 
been as impossible as without the will of God. She is the 
response of the whole creation to God's love and to God's 

gift of self not only to mankind but to the whole Cosmos He has created. And in that 
we rejoice, because her word is our word. Her word was perfect, as her trust was, her 
faith was, her gift of self was. Ours is imperfect, and yet our voices resound within 
hers, weakly, hesitantly at times, but with faith and also with love. 

She is the glory of all Creation; the Mother of God: one might have expected that death 
could not touch her; but if death and a death so cruel could touch her Divine Son, the 
Son of God and the Son of Mary, the Son of God and the son of man — of course She 
had to pay the tribute of all the earth to the sin of man and also die. But according to 
Orthodox Tradition, death could not keep her prisoner; She had given herself 
unreservedly and perfectly to God, and it was to God, no longer to the earth that She 
belonged. And on the third day, when the Apostles came and reopened her grave for 
one of them to be able to venerate her, who had not been present at her burial, it was 
found empty: She had risen because the bonds of death could not hold her, and 
corruption could not touch a body which had been the body of the Incarnation. What a 
wonderful joy to think that now, side by side with the risen and ascended Christ, one 
of us, of mankind, a woman of flesh and blood is enthroned and in her we can see the 
glory which will, we believe, be ours if we are faithful to God as She was. 

So, let us rejoice, and not only here where our church has been dedicated since the 
early eighteenth century to the Assumption of the Mother of God, to her Dormition, 
but with the whole Russian Church, and with all those who belong to it and are 
scattered over the face of the world, one with the Mother Church, one with the Mother 
of God, worshipping the Lord with all there is in us and seeing in her the image of the 
whole Creation in adoration before the Living God. Amen. 



THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH TODAY: 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE DIOCESE OF SOUROZH  

Two months have passed since the annual conference 
of the Sourozh Diocese on the subject of “The Mission 
of the Church Today” and the participants are still 
exchanging impressions and sharing the experience 
received. Conferences have traditionally been the place 
of meeting for all who are concerned about the life of 
the diocese and want to contribute to its work. Among 

the participants were clergy and lay people of our diocese and guests from other 
countries. 

The conference was opened by Archpriest Sergei Ovsyannikov, the Rector of the St. 
Nicholas parish of the Russian Orthodox Church in Amsterdam.  In his report he 
recalled the words of Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh: “Many become attached to 
the Church and bypass God”. A meeting with the living Christ is the main thing for 
which a man comes to church. Father Sergei mentioned another saying of 
Metropolitan Anthony: “A Christian must go through the following stages in the 
church: become a human being, become a Christian, become Orthodox, and only then 
be a man of his nationality. He must manifest Christ in himself, but at the same time be 
himself.” The Church is a divine-human organism, a place where God and man meet. 
The following reports expeanded and deepened this thought. 

Archpriest Eric Tozi, the Secretary of the Orthodox Church in 
America, reported about the experience of establishing new 
communities in the USA, emphasizing the rich and varied 
experience of preaching the Gospel in the history of the Orthodox 
Church. In recent years in America a considerable inflow of 
believers has been observed in the Orthodox Church, in the first 
place because people have become acquainted with the depth of 
the Orthodox tradition, the beauty of the church services and the 
grandeur of the churches. Fr Eric said about the event: ‘It was a 
delight for me to be there and I greatly appreciated the conference. 

There is so much potential to grow the Church there and to reach out. I think the event 
is a wonderful venue to think outside the box.’ 

Archpriest Dimitry Karpenko, Secretary of the Diocesan Council of the Gubkin 
Diocese of the Belgorod District in Russia, spoke about the history of various forms of 
divine service. Thus the first liturgies began with the reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
and in the liturgy a sermon was preached which was in fact a means of catechesis. In 
the Acts of the Apostles there is a story of how the first Christians listened to sermons 
for hours. In the time of John the Golden Mouthed at the start of the divine service the 
young priests preached first, and then the more experienced priests. It can be that 
what appears to be an innovation is really an old thing, long-forgotten; therefore such 
examples can give fresh ideas as to how the services and sermons could be more 
contemporary without going beyond the strict canonical limits. 



Metropolitan Kallistos from Oxford in his report “Eucharist and Mission” emphasised 
that the Liturgy is our window on the universe: “We pray for peace in our souls and 
ask for peace to be given to the whole universe – to people, wild animals, plants and 
even stars.” 

Excellent meetings took place in a number of workshops 
devoted to various questions of current missionary work. 
The main thing that came out in the discussions was the 
attempt to define a form of missionary activity in families 
and among non-believers. The Christian cannot confine 
himself within the framework of divine services and a rule of 
payer, but must take the joy of contact with the Lord to 

friends and relatives. It is essential to develop a system of instructing parishioners and 
promoting self-study. Familiarity with the Orthodox catechism can suggest answers to 
complex theological questions and renew one’s understanding of one’s own faith. A 
lot of attention was also paid to the question of how to make the divine services 
comprehensible and close to the contemporary Orthodox Christian. For instance, in 
some parishes in Western Europe the Gospel is read in Russian and not Church 
Slavonic. A special form of service was also discussed, which entails a catechetical 
commentary and explanation during the time of the service.  

The climax of the conference was the Divine Liturgy 
headed by Archbishop Elisey of Sourozh, which was a 
genuinely prayerful festival. The participants in the 
conference heartily thanked the organisers and 
expressed the hope that next year a similar meeting 
will be no less vivid and memorable. 

 

 
By Julia Pliauksta 

Translated from Russian by John Phillips 



«KEEP THE SPIRIT OF OPENNESS!» 

Interview with Archpriest Dimitry Karpenko 
 

 Among the speakers at the diocesan conference on ”The 
Mission of the Church today” on 5-7 June 2015 the 
participants noticed the dynamic and interesting talk of 
Archpriest Dimitry Karpenko, who came to the meeting 
from the Belgorod district of Russia. In July Father 
Dimitry served in the Cathedral of the Dormition of the 
Mother of God. We were lucky enough to converse with 
Father Dimitry and get to know his opinion about 
London, our diocese and the conference that took place. 

-  Father Dimitry, good morning. Tell us something about yourself, especially your 
path to priesthood. 
-  Good morning. My admission to the priesthood took place during my studies at the 
Belgorod Spiritual Seminary, which I entered immediately after finishing at the 
humanitarian department of the Elistin High School  in 1997. Studying in school and 
then in high school I, like many of my generation, thought about what to do with my 
life. I must mention that at the age of 12 I deliberately underwent baptism, but active 
church life had begun a couple of years before I entered the seminar. The decision in 
this regard was made by myself independently and absolutely consciously, although it 
was quite unusual for my circumstances at the time.  Entering the Seminar at the age 
of not quite 17, I already linked my fate to the Church and of course did not think of 
myself as other than a priest. While studying on the second seminar course I met my 
future wife and in 2000 we were married. In that same year I was ordained as a 
deacon, and at the end of 2000, on 31 December, I was ordained a priest. So this year 
15 years of my service as a priest will be completed. 

-  15 years – quite some time! You were several times in and served in Great Britain, 
in fact in London. What do you think of the capital of the United Kingdom and its 
inhabitants? 
-  I very much liked London, which, in spite of the fact that it is one of the biggest cities 
in the world, preserves its special characteristics. Here there are practically no 
dominating tall buildings. The small houses and parks create an unrepeatable English 
colouring. Even when you are not feeling very good, just a walk through the London 
streets restores a pleasant feeling. London’s  inhabitants are very varied, but those 
with whom I had contact, pleased me with their open disposition. London is now very 
colourful according to its national composition, but at the same time each person is in 
his element, not ceasing to remain himself. 

-  One must point out that in the Dormition Cathedral the congregation is not at all 
of one nationality. Apart from that, what does the Sourozh diocese remind you of? 
Are there any kind of special features to which you paid attention? 



-  At the service of course in the first place one notices the use of the English language, 
which very organically fits into the structure of the priests involved. That means that 
each person coming to the church, including indigenous inhabitants of Great Britain, 
can pray to God in his own language. Included in the service there are also prayers for 
Queen Elisabeth. This is amazing for a person from Russia. But this appears as a most 
important part of the service – prayers for those in authority, the more so as the royal 
house is closely connected with our Russian history, and the Queen, in this regard, is 
the head of the Church of England.  For us, who come to England from Russia, a 
prayer about the royal family reminds us of what was done by our fellow countrymen, 
when the Tsar’s family was subjected to a terrible punishment. Great Britain was able 
to preserve its best traditions, and today Queen Elisabeth appears to bring together a 
basis for the whole British nation. Of course this is not the only thing that comes to 
one’s attention. Above all, people are glad to want to take part actively in church life. 
And the most important thing is that the Sourozh diocese is for ever connected with 
the name of its founder – the ever memorable Metropolitan Anthony. The preservation 
of his memory and inheritance is a major task of all those who are today members of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in the British Isles. 

-  Father Dimitry, you were also a speaker and active participant in the diocesan 
conference in June this year, devoted to the mission of the Church in the present 
world. What do you remember of the conference? 
-  The openness and desire of the people to share their thoughts.  This was a 
remarkable opportunity for priests and lay persons to be together, discuss urgent 
questions of church life. There aren’t any restrictions for discussions with the higher 
clergy, or with priests, to ask any interesting question or conduct divine service 
together. This was a unique opportunity for Orthodox Christians in Great Britain and 
Ireland, who do not always have the possibility of meeting for discussion and prayer. 
The informal brotherly atmosphere of the conference, the arrangement of its 
participants for creative dialogue inspires further work. 

-  What possibilities of missionary services are there in contemporary Christianity 
especially for those who live abroad and often in mixed families? 
The most important missionary opportunity for any Orthodox Christian, wherever he 
lives, is our life in accordance with Christian commandments. By our own example we 
must show that life in accordance with the Gospel is possible, that it is not just some 
ancient book, translated into every language in the world, but it is what we must use 
as a basis for all our thoughts, works and deeds. Especially if we live in a multi-
confessional society, even more so if even in our family there are people who are not 
believers or represent other confessions. Only our own Christian life, humble with the 
confession of one’s shortcomings and continual work on oneself, with essential 
cordiality in relations with other people, is the most effective missionary opportunity, 
which we must definitely use. 



-  What would be your wish for the Diocese of Sourozh? 
-  Stay the same. Preserve its spirit of openness with regard to all people who come to 
God. 

Achpriest Dimitry Karpenko is Secretary of the  diocesan administration of the 
Gubkin Diocese (Belgorod District, Russia), Senior Priest of the Church of the Apostle 
Paul, brother of the Lord, city of Gubkin. Father Dimitry Karpenko is also a member 
of the Inter-Conciliar Presence of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

By Julia Pliauksta 

Translated from Russian by John Phillips 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

PILGRIMAGE TO THE MONASTERY OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST IN ESSEX, 
24/09/2015 

A regular pilgrimage of the parishioners of 
London’s Dormition Cathedral to the monastery of 
St John the Baptist of The Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople, situated in the county of Essex, 
will be organized on the 24th September 2015, on the 
feast of St Silouan the Athonite. 

This holy abode dates back to 1959 and is known for 
its unique multinational cenobitical monastic 

community. The founder, Archimandrite Sophrony (Sakharov) (1896-1993), who was a 
monk of mount Athos and a disciple of St Silouan the Athonite, while working 
towards building a monastic life in Britain, devoted particular attention to monk 
activities – the Jesus prayer, alongside the daily tasks of running the monastery.Full 
details will be available soon. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO JERUSALEM 3-10/11/2015 

With the blessing of His Eminence Archbishop Elisey of Sourozh, a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land will be organised from 3 to 10 November 2015. 

Departure from Gatwick Airport will be on Tuesday 3 November at 10:10am, arriving 
at Ben Gurion Airport in Tel-Aviv at 5:15pm.  The flight EZY8817 is operated by 
EasyJet. EasyJet return flight EZY8818 from Ben Gurion Airport (Tel Aviv) will be on 
Tuesday 10, November at 6.10pm, arriving at Gatwick Airport at 21:45. 

Estimated cost of the trip approximately £900. Accommodation in the hotel in 
Bethlehem and Tiberias. To join the pilgrimage group, please contact Archdeacon 
Dmitry Nedostupenko on his mobile number07943711175 or by e-
mail: pilgrimages@sourozh.org. 

 



‘THE SUMMER EASTER’: 

A TALK ON THE DORMITION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 

The Dormition (Falling asleep) of Mary, the Mother of God, is commemorated by 
Orthodox Church every year on August 15th/28th. On Tuesday 25th August Archpriest 
Joseph Skinner gave a talk on this subject in the Cathedral Library, explaining the 
meaning of the Feast and why ‘we celebrate this death’. 

Four of the twelve Great Feasts of the Church are dedicated to the Most Holy Mother 
of God. The Feast of the Dormition, which is preceded by a two-week Dormition Fast, 
is the last Feast in the liturgical year, while a new annual cycle begins with her 
Nativity on the 21st September.  

According to ancient tradition, the Mother of God was buried in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. When the Apostles came to venerate her body on the third day, they 
found the tomb was empty. The Holy Virgin’s body was raised from the dead and 
taken into heaven, like that of her Son. This explains why Greeks call the Dormition 
‘the Summer Pascha’ (Easter) - it is fundamentally another resurrection.   

In this Icon of the Dormition, which 
Fr Joseph showed to the audience, 
there is the Mother of God on her 
death bed, the Apostles around her, 
and her Son Jesus receiving her soul, 
which is depicted as a newborn 
infant. He there is a parallelism with 
the birth of Christ. In some 
representations of the Dormition 
there is also a notable scene: a Jewish 
priest, Jephonias, out of hatred for the 

Mother of Jesus, approached the solemn burial procession and tried to overbalance the 
funeral bier on which lay the body of the Mother of God but an angel appeared and 
invisibly cut off his hands (Jephonias repented after seeing this miracle, was healed 
and became a disciple of Christ). 

Interestingly, there are references to the Mother of God even in the Old Testament 
which in itself ‘is all preparation for Christ’. The Holy Virgin stands at the end of this 
preparation because of her absolute purity and dedication to God. There are many 
righteous people in the Bible but she is ‘the one who embodies all of them’. In one of 
the readings appointed for the Feast (Gen. 28, 10-17) the patriarch Jacob ‘had a dream 
in which he saw a ladder resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it’. In this image of the ladder 
connecting earth and heaven the Holy Fathers saw a type (symbolic reference) of the 
Mother of God. She is ‘the gate of heaven’, since Christ descended from heaven to 
earth through her and she also leads all of us from earth to heaven.  



In the Great Vespers for the Dormition the Mother of God is called ‘the source of life’: 
‘O marvelous wonder! The source of Life is laid in a grave, and the tomb becomes a 
ladder to heaven’. In her holy Dormition she is ‘translated from life to life’.  

Among the questions posed by the participants, there was an interesting question on 
whether Mary was ‘chosen’ or ‘sent’. ‘Of course, she was chosen’, said Fr Joseph, ‘it 
was her destiny, but that also depended on her and she had a choice of whether to 
accept it or not’. She accepted it in her purity and humanity – both necessary to fulfill 
her divine role. At the end of the Gospel for the Feast (Lk 10:38-42, 11:27-28), we hear 
the words of Christ about His mother, and all who like her believe on Him,  ‘Yes 
indeed, blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep it’. Mary, more than 
anyone, heard the word of God and kept it.  

Many years ago Fr Joseph was asked by a colleague at work in relation to the 
Dormition: ‘How can you celebrate a death?’ He did not remember his original answer 
but now he would say that ‘death is what you make of it’. If one believes and has a 
meaning to one’s life that transcends death, it becomes a passing over into eternal life 
and is no longer a ‘catastrophe’. He also referred to Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 
who ‘met Christ as a Person’ at the age of fourteen and, like St Paul, ‘wanted to die 
ever since’ in order to be fully with Him.  

The talk concluded with the Troparion of the Feast, which summarizes its essence: 
‘….Thou, O Mother of Life, hast passed over into life, and by thy prayers dost deliver 
our souls from death.’ We celebrate the Dormition of the Mother of God not only 
because she was thereby reunited with Christ her Son in heaven, but because in it she 
also revealed our calling – to be bearers of God, temples of the Holy Spirit and finally 
to pass through the narrow gate of death into eternal life.  

Archpriest Joseph Skinner is the Secretary for Department for Media and Publishing of the 
Diocese of Sourozh. His next talks (in English) will be held on 8th and 22nd September at 19.30. 

By Tatiana Salmon 

 



A Homily on the Dormition of Our Supremely Pure Lady  
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary by St. Gregory Palamas 

…Therefore, the death of the Theotokos was also life-bearing, 
translating her into a celestial and immortal life and its 
commemoration is a joyful event and festivity for the entire 
world. It not merely renews the memory of the wondrous deeds 
of the Mother of God, but also adds thereto the strange 
gathering at her all-sacred burial of all the sacred apostles 
conveyed from every nation, the God-revealing hymns of these 
God-possessed ones, and the solicitous presence of the angels, 
and their choir… 

…..Who can describe in words thy divinely resplendent beauty, O Virgin Mother of 
God? Thoughts and words are inadequate to define thine attributes, since they surpass 
mind and speech. Yet it is meet to chant hymns of praise to thee, for thou art a vessel 
containing every grace, the fulness of all things good and beautiful, the tablet and 
living icon of every good and all uprightness, since thou alone hast been deemed 
worthy to receive the fulness of every gift of the Spirit. Thou alone didst bear in thy 
womb Him in Whom are found the treasuries of all these gifts and didst become a 
wondrous tabernacle for Him; hence thou didst depart by way of death to immortality 
and art translated from earth to Heaven, as is proper, so that thou mightest dwell with 
Him eternally in a super-celestial abode. From thence thou ever carest diligently for 
thine inheritance and by thine unsleeping intercessions with Him, thou showest mercy 
to all. 

…Isaiah writes with regard to the supreme commanders of the heavenly hosts: "And 
the seraphim stood round about Him" (Isaiah 6:2); but David says concerning her, "at 
Thy right hand stood the queen" (Ps. 44:8). Do you see the difference in position? From 
this comprehend also the difference in the dignity of their station. The seraphim are 
round about God, but the only Queen of all is near beside Him.  

….Richly, therefore, bestow thy mercy and thy graces upon all thy people, this thine 
inheritance, O Lady! Dispel the perils which menace us. See how greatly we are 
expended by our own and by aliens, by those without and by those within. Uplift all 
by thy might: mollify our fellow citizens one with another and scatter those who 
assault us from without-like savage beasts. Measure out thy succor and healing in 
proportion to our passions, apportioning abundant grace to our souls and bodies, s 
fficient for every necessity. And although we may prove incapable of containing thy 
bounties, augment our capacity and in this manner bestow them upon us, so that 
being both saved and fortified by thy grace, we may glorify the pre-eternal Word Who 
was incarnate of thee for our sakes, together with His unoriginate Father and the life-
creating Spirit, now and ever and unto the endless ages. Amen. 



Diocesan Journal 

A new issue, No. 110, of the diocesan journal Sourozh 
was published recently. It is dedicated to the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Metropolitan Anthony of 
Sourozh, the founder of our diocese. It is available in the 
Cathedral shop, price £5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral Newsletter is published with the blessing of His Eminence Archbishop 
Elisey of Sourozh. 
Online-version is available via the diocesan website: www.sourozh.org 
E-mail: cnewsletter.editor@gmail.com. We welcome your feedback. 

 

The restoration works are still underway. We will be very grateful for your 
donations. You can donate by: 

- Cash to the church collection boxes  
- Online via the diocesan website www.sourozh.org (click «Donate») 
- A cheque or a bank transfer to Lloyds Bank 

Account Name: Russian Orthodox Church in London – Rfrbshmnt 
Account no. 01911504 
Sort Code: 30-92-89   BIC: LOYDGB21393    IBAN: GB28 LOYD 3092 8901 9115 04 

 

 
Please can we remind you that the Dormition of Mother of God is the Patronal Feast 
of the Cathedral. There will be the Great Vespers on Thursday 27th August at 18.00. 

The Divine Liturgy is on Friday 28th August at 9.30.  
The full timetable of the services is available via the following link - 

www.londonsobor.info. 
 



The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Mother of God  
and Ever-Virgin Mary - (15/28 August) 

 

Troparion of the Feast 
In giving birth, O Mother of God, thou hast kept thy 
virginity, / and in falling asleep thou hast not forsaken 
the world. / Thou, O Mother of Life, / hast passed over 
into life, // and by thy prayers dost deliver our souls 
from death. 
 
Kontakion of the Feast 
Neither the tomb nor death / had power over the 
Mother of God, / who is ever watchful in her prayers 
and in whose intercessions lies unfailing hope. / For as 
the Mother of Life, she has been transported into life // 
by Him Who dwelt within her ever-virgin womb. 

 
Sticheron on ‘Lord I have cried’ at Vespers 
O marvelous wonder. The source of life is laid in the tomb, and the tomb itself 
becomes a ladder to Heaven. Be glad, O Gethsemane, thou sacred abode of the Mother 
of God. Come, o ye faithful, and with Gabriel to lead us, let us all cry out: Hail, thou 
who art full of grace, the Lord is with Thee, granting the world through thee great 
mercy. 
 
At the Lity  
Come, O gathering of those who love to keep the feasts, come and let us form a choir. 
Come and let us crown the Church with songs, as the Ark of God goes to her rest.  For 
today heaven is opened wide as it receives the Mother of Him Who cannot be 
contained.  The earth, as it yields up the Source of Life, is robed in blessing and 
majesty. The hosts of angels, present with  fellowship of the apostles,  gaze in fear at 
her who bore the Cause of Life, now that she is translated from life to Life.  Let us all 
venerate and implore her:  Forget not, O Lady,  thy ties of kinship with those who 
commemorate in faith the feast of thine all-holy Dormition. 
 
Magnification 
We magnify, we magnify thee,  O  most immaculate Mother of Christ our God,  and 
we praise thine all-glorious Dormition! 
 
Expapostilarion 
O ye Apostles, assembled here from the ends of the earth, bury my body in 
Gethsemane: and Thou, O my Son and my God, receive my spirit. 
 


